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A special message of thanks to our sponsors and supporters 
 
The Victorian Metropolitan Cricket Union would like to express our gratitude to the 
companies, associations, local government bodies and volunteers that have 
supported these competitions in the past and will, we hope, continue to do so in 
the future. 
 
CRICKET VICTORIA & KOOKABURRA SPORTS as the major ball supplier 
ASCOT VALE TROPHIES 
SPORTS & TROPHIES LASERPRO  
 
and all of the local Councils and cricket clubs whose facilities are made available 
during the competitions. 
 
The VMCU also wishes to acknowledge and thank all of the Coaches, team 
managers, scorers, parents and umpires who make such a significant contribution 
to the success of these elite competitions. 

 

 
 

December 2020 
 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
 
On behalf of the VMCU, and the Match Committee, I am delighted to welcome all participants to the 2021 VMCU Shield 
competition. 
 
We are proud that this competition is recognised by Cricket Victoria as the preeminent representative competition for 
young cricketers within Victoria. 
 
Victoria is the leading state for junior participation in organised cricket programs and this carnival provides young 
players with an opportunity for healthy competition in the various age categories and genders with the key objective of 
supporting their cricket development 
 
Cricket Victoria provides generous funding for this carnival in the way of balls provided to competitions as well as 
umpire reimbursements to VMCU affiliates. So they should be recognised and appreciated. 
 
The match committee has again worked very hard to put together the various grades and ensure the smooth running of 
the carnival, which is no mean feat with the number of associations and teams participating. I thank them in advance for 
their efforts and trust others will assist them wherever possible as the games proceed. 
 
To our volunteers, we thank you for your contribution and I trust the players will recognise the assistance you provide. 
Whether you are a coach, team manager, scorer or ‘parents taxi’, you play an invaluable role in supporting their 
cricketing development and hopefully gain a better understanding of what the great game can provide. 
 
My message to the players is simple. You have been given the opportunity to represent your association, your club and 
yourself in a top class competition. Do it to the best of your ability and in the true spirit of the game of cricket and it will 
reward you many times over in the future. Hopefully, this might lead to higher representative honours for some of the 
players.  
 
I wish all participants the best of luck for an enjoyable and rewarding carnival but please be mindful of the restrictions 
the COVID pandemic have placed on all our lives 
 
Mark Keating  
VMCU PRESIDENT 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES FOR ASSOCIATIONS AND TEAM MANAGERS 
 
This season we expect to see a total of 100+ teams participating across the 11 grades. The growth over the past few 
years has been gratifying, and we are delighted with the support from all cricket Associations.  We wish all players good 
fortune in the coming competitions, and look forward to some exciting and competitive cricket. 
 
PENALTIES  
Failure to submit Match and Umpires reports on time $20 
Failure to enter online results by requested time $20 
Failure to enter Best Player votes by Umpires on time $20 
Failure to attend the Pre-competition meeting $20  
Umpires failing to attend a match they have been appointed to $20 fine to the Association the umpire represents. 
 
Fines may be imposed at the discretion of the VMCU Match Sub-Committee. 
 
FIXTURES 
All fixtures have been finalised and are to be shown on the MyCricket website. 
 
GROUND ALLOCATIONS 
Each Association is requested to make available the best possible facilities for these elite competitions. Associations are 
reminded that an alternative synthetic ground must be allocated for the U16 Jim Beitzel, U18 Phil Arnold & U14 Russell 
Allen Shields turf grounds (the alternative is required in the event that play cannot commence on the turf wicket, due to 
weather or other unforeseen circumstances). 
 
TEAM MANAGERS CONTACT DETAILS 
Contact details for team managers in all grades will be issued separately. 
It is most important that all team managers keep these contact details available, as it may be necessary to make contact 
with an opposition team at some time during the competitions. 
 
LUNCHES 
Those Associations intending to provide lunches for visiting teams should also indicate their intention to the VMCU.  At 
the very least, Associations must make adequate facilities available for visiting teams and Umpires.   It would be in the 
best interests of the competitions if all teams could make arrangements to provide lunches for both Umpires.  
 
UMPIRES 
Associations are required to appoint suitably qualified Official Umpires for all home and away matches, and for Quarter 
finals if the fixture includes such finals. 
Umpires for the Semi finals and Grand finals will be appointed by the VMCU Match Sub-Committee 
 
USE OF “MYCRICKET” FOR INFORMATION 
Each association will be responsible for providing the necessary information and access to their own MyCricket site to 
allow data entry in a timely manner.  The VMCU will offer advice throughout the carnival to assist with any problems 
that might arise with data entry. 
 
Timely entry of data into MyCricket is very important as it generates ladders, which need to be up-to-date at the start of 
each days play.   The system also updates player stats which will provide Region Managers with useful data.  As a part of 
the Cricket Victoria Pathway, the performances of players in these competitions are monitored in the search for the 
most promising cricketers.  
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RESULTS ENTRY 
Results entry will be online via the MyCricket system.   
 
To enter data 

• Use the link on your own web site to MyCricket and its log in page (https://mycricketadmin.cricket.com.au) 

• Then Login using Login ID and Password supplied by your Association 

• Once logged in, on LHS side choose the Teams tab, and then under the Matches drop-down menu complete 
Select Teams, Enter Match Results, Enter Player Score, Enter Votes and finally Enter Captains report (for Umpires’ 
Assessments) tasks for the relevant match 

 
Responsibilities & Timelines 
Associations will register players with the VMCU prior to the tournament for the squad they have been selected for. 
The home team will be responsible for entering the match result for each home game, plus their own players batting 
scores and bowling analysis.  This must be done by no later than 7pm on the day of the match. 
The away team will be required to access the website and check and confirm the results entered by the home team, as 
well as enter their own players individual scores/bowling analysis.  This must be done by no later than 7.30pm on the 
day of the match. 
 
ASSESSMENTS OF UMPIRES 
Each Team Manager should ascertain the name of both attending Umpires so that after each match, an online 
assessment of the umpires can be completed by each using the MyCricket System. 
To assist in this process, all associations need to supply their list of Umpires for the carnival and their contact details to 
the VMCU Administrator. 
Your assessments will form the choice of umpires made for finals.  
 
The Team Manager enters MyCricket by the user name and password supplied by their association. They are to do the 
normal things like select the Team, enter match scores and players statistics through the “MATCHES”  tab.  
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Once you have saved the Match Results page you can then go to “Enter Captain’s Report” 
 

 
 
 
The assessment page will then open and assessments can be made for both Umpires. (Note If you have not selected the 
Umpires at the “Enter Match Results” Page then the assessments page will not appear 

 
Once completed you need to save/submit the page. 
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UMPIRE SELECTION OF PLAYER OF THE MATCH 
Umpire’s Player of the Match forms are available as a download from the VMCU website  
http://vmcu.cricketvictoria.com.au/resources/forms. 
 
Home team manager should supply a form at the end of the match to the two umpires, who will vote 3, 2 and 1 on the 
form. The home team manager will then need to upload these votes to the MyCricket site on the day of the match. 
 

You access the Votes through your association login and Matches Tab 

 
 

Click “Enter Votes” and select the Grade you are entering Votes for 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before clicking on GO as instructed it is best to 

change the round to the number you have just 

finished and are entering results for. 

 

A full player list is shown for both Teams (if not 

wait until they do, as both associations need to 

enter their squad). Enter 3, 2, 1 against the 

player the Umpires have selected 

 

Click Update at the bottom of the page once all 

votes are entered, to record them 
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VMCU MATCH SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Chris Hatzistavrou chris.hatz62@gmail.com 
   0410 431 375 
 
VMCU Administrator Rodney Patterson rodney.patterson@vmcu.org.au 
   0408 088 580 
 
Umpires’ Coordinator Pat Meehan pcmeehan@bigpond.net.au 
   0413 569 144 
 
Under 16 Male Coordinator 
 Peter Ciavarella pmcia_1@icloud.com 
  0405 384 088 
Under 14 Male Coordinator 
  Stuart Hamilton stuartham@bigpond.com 
  0413 312 521 
Under 12 Male Coordinator 
  Phillip Arnold sar70780@bigpond.net.au 
   0488 619 014 
Under 18 Male, U18 & U16 Female Coordinator 
  Nimal Pandithakoralege nimal.pandi@bigpond.com 
   0417 374 593 
Under 12 & U14 Female Coordinator 
 Vanessa Pereira vapereira@bigpond.com  
  0418 546 800 

  
  
 
  
 

mailto:Rodney.patterson@vmcu.org.au
mailto:pcmeehan@bigpond.net.au
mailto:pmcia_1@icloud.com
mailto:stuartham@bigpond.com
mailto:sar70780@bigpond.net.au
mailto:nimal.pandi@bigpond.com
mailto:vapereira@bigpond.com
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VMCU SHIELD COMPETITIONS -- A BRIEF HISTORY 
 

HISTORY OF THE VMCU SHIELD COMPETITION 
 
Prior to 1983 the only Inter Association cricket managed by the CUOV (forerunner to VMCU) was the VCA Shield (now Wright Shield) 
played under various age conditions from under 21 to under 25 and Interstate Carnival matches where a representative team of 
these players was chosen to play against other states.  Before 1957 a number of representative teams also travelled to Victorian 
country centres for matches against local associations. 
 
For lower age groups inter association matches were played but these were largely organised by individual associations with no 
formal competition although in 1978 a number of associations did band together under the name of the Inter Association Junior 
Cricket Carnival to organise a carnival for players in the under 12 age group. 
 
Note; A more detailed summary of the activities of the IAJCC can be found on the VMCU Website. 
 
In 1984 the Union decided to introduce a metropolitan wide competition for under 12 players.  The competition was named after 
long time Secretary and Life Member of the Union, Keith Mitchell. While this was considered to be an elite level of competition the 
rules were structured in such a way as to encourage maximum player participation.  The competition quickly became highly 
regarded by the cricket community as the entry point with players proceeding to R M Hatch at under 14, run by the VSDCA, and 
Dowling Shield at under 16 run by Premier cricket clubs. 
 
In 1999 Cricket Victoria established 16 regions in the state and by 2002/3 had transferred the Dowling Shield from a Premier Club to 
Region based competition and Region teams were also selected at under 14, under 16 and under 18 levels. 
 
The CUOV was restructured to a Board representing each of the 8 metropolitan regions and changed its name to the more 
appropriate Victorian Metropolitan Cricket Union. 
 
In discussions with CV it was decided to introduce metropolitan wide competitions at association level for both under 14 and under 
16 age groups to underpin the CV programs and provide opportunities for more players.  Again, the ground work of the IAJCC which 
had been running its competition in these age groups was invaluable to the rapid implementation of the VMCU Shield Carnival. 
It was also decided to accept applications from nearby VCCL associations as some were included in Metropolitan regions for 
Pathway purposes and others were keen to give their junior players a wider range of competition. 
 
The VMCU Shield Competition has flourished and expanded and now hosts around 90 teams each year from approximately 16 
associations.  It has a clear role in supporting the Pathway program of Cricket Victoria and provides talented players with the 
opportunity to participate in a professionally run competition to showcase their abilities. 
 
A brief summary of the grades and their purpose are as follows: 
 
Under 12 – Played on Synthetic Wickets 
Keith Mitchell Shield - Male 
first played  1984  Open to all associations for first team only. 
 Finals played by first 4 teams. 
 
Keith Mitchell Cup - Male 
first played 2002/3 Finals played between associations who entered the Mitchell Shield but finished in positions 5 to 8. This 

has since been disbanded 
 
Josh Browne Plate - Male 
first played  2002/3 Open to all associations for additional teams or those who do not wish to enter Mitchell Shield. 
 
Claudia Fatone Shield - Female 
First played 2013/14 Open to all associations 
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Under 14 – Played on Synthetic Wickets 
Russell Allen Shield - Male 
first  played 2002/3 Open to all associations for first team only. 
 Endeavouring to move this to a Turf competition in 2021 
 
Des Nolan Cup - Male  
first played 2007/8 Open to all associations for additional teams. 
 
Julie Savage Shield - Female 
first  played 2017/18 Open to all associations 
 
Under 16 
Jim Beitzel Shield - Male 
first played 2002/3 Played exclusively on turf wickets. Open to all associations. 
 
Keith Mackay Shield - Male 
first played 2004/5 Played on synthetic wickets. Open to all associations. 
 
Mel Jones Shield - Female 
first played 2019/20 Played on synthetic wickets. Open to all associations 
 
Under 18 
Phillip Arnold Shield - Male 
First played 2014/15 Open to all associations and played on either Turf or Synthetic surfaces. 
 
Cathryn Fitzpatrick Shield - Female 
First played 2020/215 Open to all associations and played on either Turf or Synthetic surfaces. 
 
 
Trophies 
While the primary focus is on player development the Board wishes to recognise the contribution made by other people to these 
competitions and accordingly awards trophies to the best player in each grade throughout the competition (as voted by the 
professional umpires).  
 
These are as follows 
Arnold Shield Pat Meehan Award 
Beitzel Shield  Fred Barling Award 
Keith Mackay  Keith Mackay Award 
Des Nolan Des Nolan Award 
Mitchell Shield Lloyd Champion Award 
Josh Browne Plate Alan Bailey Award 
Fatone Shield Arthur Ince Award 
 
Profiles outlining the contribution of these people can be found on the VMCU website. 
 
An award is also made to the Player of the Grand Final as decided by the Umpires. 
 
Contributions and Assistance 
Over the years a significant number of people have contributed to the success and high standing the Shield Competition now enjoys.  
While some have been recognised individually, as outlined above, the VMCU Board is grateful to the many others who have acted as 
team managers, coaches, umpires and scorers to ensure the competition runs smoothly each year.  We trust the satisfaction you 
received in these roles will be sufficient reward. 
 
The VMCU Carnival Rules Can be found on the VMCU Website 
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Associations Participating in the 
2021 VMCU Shield Competitions 

 

Box Hill Reporter District Cricket Association BHRDCA 

Dandenong District Cricket Association DDCA 

Diamond Valley Cricket Association DVCA 

Eastern Cricket Association ECA 

Ferntree Gully and District Cricket Association FTGDCA 

Inner South East Cricket ISEC 

Melton Junior Cricket Association MJCA 

North West Metropolitan Cricket Association NWMCA 

Northern Metropolitan Cricket Association NMCA 

Ringwood District Cricket Association RDCA 

South East Cricket Association SECA 

Western Region Junior Cricket Association WRJCA 

 
 

Planned Playing dates for the 
2021 VMCU Shield Competitions 

 

Age Group Round Robin Days Reserve 
Day(s) 

Semi 
Finals 

Grand 
Final 

U12 – Fatone, Browne 
Mitchell 

U14 – Savage, Nolan, 
U16-  Jones, Mackay 

U18 - Fitzpatrick 

4, 5, 6 , 8, 11 & 12 Jan 7 Jan 14 Jan 
Sunday Jan 

17 

Turf Grades, 
U14 Allen, U16 Beitzel, 

U18 Arnold 
4, 5, 7, 11 & 12 Jan  14 Jan 

Sunday Jan 
17 

 
 


